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'Political Lunch Chat' One Day Workshop

Friday 19 June 2009, 10:00-16:00

The Open University, Walton Hall, Milton Keynes, MK7 6AA

Systems Seminar Room, Venables Building

http://www3.open.ac.uk/contact/locations.aspx
'Talking 'bout a Revolution'?

How Academics NOT ONLY CHAT to make a Difference 

The idea of 'political lunch chats', which have been taking place on an regular basis over the past two years at the Open University, grew out of a frustration amongst students with what was perceived as  privileging academic output over political engagement. Involvement in political projects and agendas is often considered a nice add-on to the production of theory, rather than integral to it. The political lunch chats were intended to create a space of debate and engagement around how we negotiate politics and academia (and the politics of academia), how we make them part of one another and how we respond to demands of segmenting the two. This one-day workshop seeks to open the space to a wider public. We are interested in bringing a variety of ways in which the 'political' and the 'academic' are inhabited and articulated into conversation wit h each other. 

The workshop aims to create a space for discussing the public relevance of research. Do we have any responsibilities beyond our research as academics, and if so what are they? What does 'being political' mean for an academic and what does it involve? Does the 'political' speak for itself, or do we need to articulate this politics beyond the academy; and if so, how? Does our work give us a valid platform from which to engage with these issues? This workshop will attempt to address these questions in terms of the choices we make when selecting research topics, designing our research, and developing our everyday engagements outside of our immediate academic environment. By enabling an exchange between researchers who are politically involved in different ways the workshop can begin to create new possibilities for political and public engagement.

The design of the workshop is unconventional and we hope will stimulate conversations and ideas in ways not often encountered in the academy. Rather than conference papers, all of our presenters will run 'stall's' in a 'market place' where ideas will be exchanged and jointly developed. We intend this to provide the basis for further discussion in the whole group, which will be facilitated by discussants and market stall facilitators.

Presenters include:

JEREMY GILBERT: THE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, MEDIA AND CULTURAL STUDIES,

UNIVERSITY OF EAST LONDON

NICK DINES: ROMA 3 UNIVERSITY, UNINETTUNO, ITALY

DOREEN MASSEY, DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY, THE OPEN UNIVERSITY

PAUL CHATTERTON (TBC): DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY, UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS

DR JENNY PICKERILL, DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY, UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER

JOHN CLARKE, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL POLICY, THE OPEN UNIVERSITY

If you would like to reserve a place at the workshop, please contact: c.b.a.gabay@open.ac.uk or u.beisel@open.ac.uk by the 30th April.  Places are limited to 30.

The workshop is free and includes lunch. Students and people with low or no wage can apply for travel bursaries.

This workshop was co-organised by Uli Beisel, Alex Wafer, Simon Hutta, Clive Gabay and Prof. Doreen Massey and has been enabled with the generous support of the Open University Department of Geography and the Centre for Citizenship, Identities and Governance:-

http://www.open.ac.uk/socialsciences/about-the-faculty/departments/geography/index.php
http://www.open.ac.uk/ccig/index.shtml
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