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Abstract

Although Bangladesh was already integrated into the global economy within the 18th century with the British colonization of the region, this integration became more significant only in the recent decades. Integration took place through industries, trades and various business activities and services, mostly located in cities and towns. Some cities /towns turned out to be peripheral centres of global metropolitan cities, like London. In more recent times with globalization and liberalization, major cities in Bangladesh like Dhaka, Chittagong, Sylhet and Comilla are expanding in area and population to take advantage of global opportunities, particularly in readymade garments, pharmaceuticals and other products. In turn, such cities have been experiencing restructuring of function and land uses internally. These are now tending to be more multi-nuclei than mono-nuclei cities, have new special economic zones or export processing zones, new style luxury shopping malls, in place of traditional “markets” or  bazaars, new residential pattern, including emerging  gated communities for the novo-rich created by global market opportunities. Globalization has also created scope for overseas manpower export which enables significant volume of remittances back, utilized largely in investment in urban areas.
Inequality in cities has been increasing, partly as a result of global forces in action. Inequality is manifest in housing, from few impressive middle class neighborhoods to proliferating pathetic slums.

The restructuring of the economy and landuse is obviously more visible in the larger cities with better investment opportunities.  Most other cities and towns exhibit only slow changes. The paper infact focuses mainly on the larger cities in Bangladesh, particularly on Dhaka (14m), Chittagong (5m), Sylhet (0.5m) and Comilla (0.3m). It also examines official policies which influence the restructuring process.  
