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Ascendancy of the neoliberal orthodoxy since 1980s has been manifest in various forms of policy stances adopted by the governments of countries across the world. The key elements of the doctrine – liberalism, privatization, deregulation and denationalization all seek to transform spaces and production systems. In India the processes in the urban arena are underway to appropriate public spaces and to supplant the existing production system in the name of globalised visions of the city. The current pattern of consumption spurred by the rising aspirations and incomes calls for changes in commodity production – a change towards a widely dispersed flexible production and integration with the global distribution system -- a system characterized by entry of giant shopping malls and corporate capital into retail. India’s retail sector is the second largest employer with close over 40 million people managing to make a living out of it. The advantage of this sector is its huge range that generates a relative ease with which one can enter into this business and manage to make a subsistence living – a worker of a closed factory turning into a street vendor, an unemployed youth opening a roadside shop – the sector acts as a shock absorber. The policy imperatives of the globalised vision demand that all these livelihoods come under attack. As a result, the contestable claims over the urban space  get aggravated with the help of administrative decisions dictated by the Washington Consensus.
Simultaneouly, public spaces like markets, bus terminus, hospitals are being handed over to huge retail chains while legislations and the judiciary are being used to brand activities like hawking and street vending illegal. More importantly, the global giants and their Indian counterparts seek to integrate the farmers and consumer through contract farming, warehousing, and so on. On the above, almost a national consensus has emerged among the mainstream political parties, aided and abetted by the ruling elite and bureaucracy. In addition, there is a huge media hype about the positive spin-offs of such predatorily moves.
Amidst this uneven battle, however, spaces of resistance are emerging. Communities are organizing themselves in different locations. The experience of West Bengal’s cities (particularly Kolkata and its adjoining towns) offers an interesting discourse despite the fact that a ‘different’ dispensation represented by a medley of mainstream Left parties has been in power for the last thirty one years in the state.  
