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      India’s urban landscape is all set to undergo a massive transformation. The injection of a 1, 00,000 crore fund under the JNNURM  to spruce up India’s cities to act as “engines of growth” to catch up with their counterparts like Shanghai in their race to attain the status of globalised cities has spawned a reform agenda which has impacted on urban space, livelihoods and the poor.

     Strength of the government lies in using the  aspirations of the rich and the middle class to a ‘good life’, epitomised by first class access controlled roads, golf courses,  five star pent houses, shopping malls,  super specialty hospitals, multiplexes,  quality restaurants and seeks to carve out an exclusivist ‘designer’ space. 
     West Bengal’s experience with the Mission offers an interesting insight into the imperatives of globalization and its apparent success in co-opting the main stream Left represented by the thirty one year uninterrupted  governance over the state. West Bengal has been one of the few preferred destinations of ADB, DFID & KFW.

     Slums have been identified as the prime culprit – they have to go and with them the poor living in those slums. Incidentally, in 2001, 1.5 million people, or one third of Kolkata’s population lived in about 5611 slums in KMC of which 2011 were registered and 3500 were unregistered. Land that would be freed of such ‘encumbrance’ would be presented to the private capital on a platter. 

     Interestingly, a consensus seems to have emerged among policy makers and sections of elite, the aspiring middle-class, the law makers and the media to ‘liberate’ this space and reserve it for the playing field for the rich, the powerful and the would be hopefuls. Thus a massive change has been brought about in the mindsets of policy makers – ‘good governance’ exemplified by introduction of user charges, layered taxation, change in land ceiling laws and related legislations, property title certification etc. is in while politics is out. Every bit of public space, be it a hospital, a closed factory, a municipal market, a cinema hall, a park, a play ground, a squatter colony, a government housing complex or a piece of government land is being devoured daily under the banner of PPP to pander to the interests of global capital – that amorphous entity which has found its way through the maze of labyrinthine corridors of finance, to rule the roost in this reoccupied colonial space. The poor in the informal sector, the hawkers, the rickshaw pullers, the petty shop keepers and others with their meager livelihoods are under attack. Their life styles, their livelihoods, their humble shanties from which everyday they go out in search of their daily bread are all under threat.

      Surprisingly, while activists across Indian cities for e.g., Bangalore, New Delhi, Mumbai etc. have raised their voices to the dangers of such a ‘pogrom’, regrettably no public discussion, no debates have taken place in this city of Kolkata and in the state of West Bengal on such programmes having ominous implications for the poor.

