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Globalisation has brought in matching urban policy to cater to the greed of fleet-footed capital which has been pouring into the urban spaces of developing countries. To attract more of such capital, urban authorities have been indulging in the gentrification and beautification of urban public spaces, providing infrastructure on a massive scale and upgrading social overheads (like ultra-specialized hospitals and amusement parks).  A direct consequence of such policy orientations is that the urban poor are not just becoming more marginalised, but even a dispensable section of urban society.  This presentation, focusing on Mumbai, is a socio-economic analysis of the above process and its impact on the urban poor., the presentation uses the case of waste-pickers.
Any urban renewal programme impacts the economy and space in two ways:

(i) It usurps urban space for newer and modern usees mentioned above. 
(ii) It denies the non-urban spaces sufficient development funds.

The former impact causes the poor to lose their residential areas and work sites (through evictions and displacements) and they get further impoverished.  The latter perpetuates the underdevelopment of rural areas thereby forcing the rural poor to seek employment in cities. The vicious circle of poverty not only entraps the existing poor but it also ensnares more people into it.
Waste pickers operating in major cities are constantly affected by the impacts mentioned above.  With the solid waste management systems getting modernized, the waste pickers are denied access to their primary source of livelihood.  With the informal sector becoming even more distanced from policy controls, the waste pickers facing the bitter truth of remaining isolated. With policies tending to be more pro-employer, the waste pickers would never be able to build up a beneficial symbiotic contractual relationship with the buyers of their recyclables. Again, the perennial rural-urban migration flow has increased the number of the poor in urban areas, and many of them are forced to take up to waste picking.  The subsequent increase in the number of waste pickers in Mumbai, for example, has further reduced the working space and the bargaining capacity of waste pickers as a labouring community.

There are organizations that have taken up the cause of the waste pickers with municipal corporations and succeeded in integrating a few of the waste pickers into the organized waste disposal system or into vermi-composting activities.  But they have not been able to reach out to the waste pickers as a community and mobilize them into a vocal and vociferous unit. A simplistic view would attribute this failure to the flux in the number of waste pickers in any city.  However, a critical perspective would unearth the relationship between neo-liberal policies in cities and the sinking status of these extremely poor urban population.  
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