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SAVE RED BARNS 

 

Gertrude Bell was born in Washington Hall in 1868 from a very wealthy family. The same 

year her father commissioned a new home in Red Barns (Redcar). Two very popular 

men of the Arts and Crafts movement, Philip Webb and William Morris, designed the 

house and the interiors respectively. Gertrude Bell grew up in this house and came back 

here from her numerous travels and adventures. She addressed many of her letters to 

her family in Red Barns. After the First World War, luck ran out for the Bell family. The 

property was sold, and Red Barns became a boarding house for school pupils from the 

Sir William Turner School and was later converted into a pub and hotel. Now the hotel 

has closed, leaving the house vulnerable to vandalism.  

RESEARCH TOOLS: DISCOVER MORE ABOUT GERTRUDE BELL AND RED 

BARNS 

 Discover Gertrude Bell Research website: click here. 

 Read Gertrude Bell Comics: click here. 

 Watch the introductory video: click here. 

 To look at the pictures of Red Barns taken by Gertrude Bell: go to the Gertrude 

Bell Archive website (click here), click on Search and digit Red Barn. 

 Read the letters written by Gertrude Bell to her family members in Red Barns: 

go to the Gertrude Bell Archive website (click here), click on Search and digit 

Red Barn. 

 See how Red Barns is today: click here  

 Discover more on the Red Barns revival campaign: click here.   
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http://research.ncl.ac.uk/gertrudebell/
http://research.ncl.ac.uk/gertrudecomics/
http://research.ncl.ac.uk/gertrudebell/media/gertrudebellonbbcone/
http://www.gerty.ncl.ac.uk/
http://www.gerty.ncl.ac.uk/
http://gertrudebellsociety.weebly.com/redbarns-now.html
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2016/aug/09/gertrude-of-arabia-gertrude-bell-home-museum-redcar?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other


2 
 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: DEVISE YOUR OWN CAMPAIGN TO GIVE RED 

BARNS A NEW LIFE 

What is the future of Red Barns? Go on a trip and try to find out what happened to the 

building. Take pictures of Red Barn today and encourage the kids to compare them to 

those taken by Gertrude. What has changed? Why? Encourage your pupils to write 

campaign posters to gain Red Barns a new future.  

LINKS TO THE CURRICULUM:  

Persuasive writing, geography, history 


