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Skill Training Meeting 1 – PROGRAM 

 
1st DAY – Monday November 29: An overview of Non-Human Primates  
9:00 – 9:30 Welcome (Bjorg Kilavik, Thomas Brochier, Rima Helou – Aix-Marseille University) 

9:30 – 11:00 Marc Godinot, Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris: NHP Evolution  

11:30 – 13:00 Cécile Garcia, CNRS, Paris: Primate reproductive ecology and evolution 

14:00 – 15:30 François Lachapelle, Animalliance, Paris: Comparative analysis of different animal models in experimentation 

16:00 – 17:00 Colline Poirier, Newcastle University, UK: NHP welfare indicators (Zoom) 

17:00 – 18:00 ROUND TABLE   
Sabrina Ravel (AMU), Colline Poirier, François Lachapelle, Cécile Garcia 

2nd DAY – Tuesday November 30: Communicating about NHP research  
9:30 – 12:00 Rachel Mayeri, Harvey Mudd College, 

USA: Role-play session on non-human 
primate training in cognitive tasks 

10:00 – 11:00 Visit of the MRI center 
https://irmf.int.univ-amu.fr/en/home/  

11:00 – 12:00 Discussions on: Mentorship & PhD followup / ESR8 
recruitment (With PIs Only
) 

12:00 – 13:00 ROUND TABLE   
Rachel Mayeri (HMC), Adrien Meguerditchian (Aix-Marseille University) 

13:30 – 15:00 Kirk Leech, EARA European Animal Research Association, Belgium & UK: Communicating with European institutions 

15:30 – 17:30 ROUND TABLE   
Stuart Baker (UNEW, UK), Andreas Kreiter (UBREMEN, Germany), Pierre Pouget (Institut du Cerveau, Paris), Luca Bonini  

(University of Parma, Italy): Researcher personal experience on interactions with the public and the media 

3rd DAY – Wednesday December 1: From NHP to Human research & publishing animal research 
9:00 – 10:30 Serge Picaud, Institut de la vision, Paris : From animal experiments to clinical trials 

11:00 – 12:30 Sylvain Rheims, Hospice civil de Lyon, Lyon Hospital) : Human research ethics 

13:30 – 15:00 Hanno Wurbel, University of Bern, Switzerland: Animal Research: Reporting of In Vivo Experiments, ARRIVE Guidelines  

15:30 – 17:00 Pascal Fries, Ernst Strüngmann Institute for Neuroscience, Germany: Discussing sample size issues in NHP research  

17:00 – 18:00 ROUND TABLE – ZOOM session 
Good practice for publishing a study on NHP, history of research and publication of research studies on NHP 
John Francis Kalaska, Université de Montréal, Canada: Publishing NHP research, the editor point of view  

Peter Strick, University of Pittsburgh, US: Publishing NHP research, the editor point of view  

4th DAY – Thursday December 2: Data Management and reproducible workflows 
09:30 – 11:00 Suliann Ben Hamed & Emmanuel Procyk, CNRS, Lyon: Discussion on common localizer:  

11:30 – 12:30 Thomas Wachtler, University of Munich, Germany: General Overview 

12:30 – 13:00 Michael Denker, Jülich Research Center, Germany: Introduction to Neo, conceptual 

14:00 – 14:45 Michael Denker, Jülich Research Center: Introduction to Elephant 

14:45 – 15:30 Andrea Brovelli & Etienne Combrisson, INT Marseille: Frites presentation 

16:00 – 16:45 Julia Sprenger, INT Marseille: BIDS / BEP032 

16:45 – 17:30 Lyuba Zehl, EBrains, Jülich Research Center, Germany: OpenMINDS and EBRAINS 

17:30 – 18:00 Reema Gupta, University of Munich, Germany: PhD Project / Support & Questions 

5th DAY – Friday December 3: Managing your PhD 
9:30 – 10:00 Administrative rules & PhD follow-up 

Rima Helou, IN2PB Project Manager, Aix-Marseille University: Administrative rules 

Frédéric Chavane, Training officer, Aix-Marseille University: Thesis monitoring committees  

10:00 – 10:30 IN2PB web portal & interactive communication platform 

Rima Helou, IN2PB Project Manager, Aix-Marseille University: Presentation of the In2PB web Portal (contribution of ESRs) 

Thomas Wachtler, University of Munich, Germany: Presentation of In2PB interactive platform  

 Communication intra-ESRs : to be chosen by ESRs (Discord/Slack/WhatsApp) and some ESRs to manage 
 Communication intra-ITN : NextCloud 
 Platform for organizing events: Gathertown / Zoom 

10:30 – 11:00 ESRs and Supervisors 
Anna Montagnini, Aix-Marseille University, presentation on good relations between ESRs and their supervisors 

11:30 – 13:00 ROUND TABLE 
EX-PhD student(s), Thesis on NHP: time management between bibliography, monkey training, data collection, analysis and 
thesis writing 

Claire Witham, Centre for Macaques, MRC Harwell Institute, UK 

Joachim Confais, Cynbiose Preclinical, France 
Marc Deffains, University of Bordeaux, Institute of Neurodegenerative Diseases 

14:00 – 16:00 Return on experience: careers with a PhD in NHP Neuroscience (Claire Witham, Joachim Confais, Marc Deffains) 

16:30 – 18:00 Isabelle Virard, Aix-Marseille University, NeuroSchool Coordinator: Career Development Plan 

 

https://irmf.int.univ-amu.fr/en/home/

