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ONGOING NEED FOR SURGICAL TRIALS IN
PATIENTS WITH ICH

The need to resolve the question about surgical intervention in patients with
Intracerebral Haemorrhage (ICH) has been emphasised by the publication of the
latest (2" edition) of the Cochrane Systematic Review of the surgical treatment of
ICH. Although there is a trend in favour of surgery from this meta-analysis of
published trials, the Review recommends that further trials are needed. Three trials
are currently ongoing: STICH I, MISTIE and CLEAR 11l. STICH 11 is for
superficial ICH and excludes Intraventricular Haemorrhage (IVH) while CLEAR Il11
is for patients with IVH and deep seated clots up to 30ml in size. MISTIE involves
Minimal Intervention surgery while STICH Il is about craniotomy for those ICHs
that are easily accessible and near the surface. The organisers of all 3 trials are
cooperating regularly and closely to see if we can resolve the question about surgery
for ICH as quickly as possible but we need your help to randomise as many patients
as possible. Contact can be made with the organisers of all three trials through their
respective websites:

STICH II: www.ncl.ac.uk/stich
CLEAR I1I: www.clearivh.com
MISTIE: www.mistietrial.com
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We welcome our two new team
members: Miss Gillian Kenyon
(STICH Secretary) and Dr Elise
Rowan (Data Manager)
Up to date trial information TO RANDOMISE:
is always available on our Telephone the 24 hour

randomisation service

website:
on: +441224 551 261

www.ncl.ac.uk/stich

STICH Il is co-ordinated by the Academic Department of Neurosurgery, Newcastle General Hospital, Westgate Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 6BE, UK
STICH Tel: +44 (0)191 256 3139 or +44 (0)191 233 6161 Ext: 22999, Fax: +44 (0)191 256 3268, email: STICH@ncl.ac.uk, web: www.ncl.ac.uk/stich
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