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The aspiration to be a global city has hit the institutional, and popular, 
denizens of Delhi. The Commonwealth Games to be held in 2010 offers itself 
as an opportunity to re-envision the city. Ventures connected with remaking 
the Master Plan, constructing the Metro and making room for the Mall have 
been complemented by efforts to clean up the city. Landfill sites are 
getting relocated, slums demolished, traffic routes cleared of obstacles, 
flyovers built, beggars rounded up and industries outlawed. The 
Commonwealth Games give finiteness to the realisation of this dream of a 
city that the nation can proudly showcase when the cameras focus on the 
city in 2010.
 
In this re-creation of the city, the poor may not have been punished if 
they had followed the example of the shoemaker's elves: stayed out of sight 
while working hard to earn the charity of a shirt on their backs. The 
emergence of the urban nomad remains unacknowledged. Industry, pushed out 
of the city, becomes nomadic, moving from the outskirts to the outlying, 
searching for a home that is elusive because risk and pollution are not 
pleasant in any backyard.
 
It is these three phenomena that will occupy the length of the brief essay.


