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The paper will try to bring out the progress of urban poor housing schemes and related issues in Hyderabad city and surroundings over the past 3-4 decades and how the system is increasingly becoming anti-poor. It will point out  the contrast between the claims of reforms and their actual results. 

Urban poor have been a neglected a lot in Hyderabad for a very long time now. Affordable housing stock has always been in shortage leading to a proliferating but precariously positioned slum development. The reasons are many: apathy of political leaders, lack of cohesive struggle, steep increase in urban land costs, neo-liberal reforms which are increasingly adverse and so on. 
JNNURM, the flagship programme of UPA for urban revival has been touted as the panacea to ailing cities and has been aggressively pushed across the length and breadth of urban India and Hyderabad is one of the 7 major cities apart from 56 other smaller cities to be covered under this scheme. The total finances expected to pour in at the end of 7 years of the mission are more than Rs. 40,000 crores.
The programme has certain key policy and legislative changes which are mandatory. It is claimed that these changes will improve the finances, governance and growth of the city and help in the overall economic resurgence of the areas. The claims, however, are falling woefully short when counterposed against the reality. The reforms have actually created a situation where urban land has suddenly emerged as the only growth engine. This growth engine, unfortunately, drives events which result in benefits accruing to a miniscule proportion of the population.
The urban poor are left to fend for themselves in a hostile situation where they have few or none to defend their rights. The gulf between the haves and have-nots is widening. While the population of urban poor is steadily rising, housing stock for them is rapidly dwindling and land availability is next to nothing. 
The paper will try to summarise the present situation in the context of the above mentioned issues.

