Children’s Eye Gaze Aversion During Problem Solving Study
Why is this research being done?
We know already that people tend to look away from others when they are thinking hard about something. The purpose of this research is to learn about the degree to which children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) look away from faces while solving problems. The study promises to help us understand whether certain behaviours (such as avoiding looking at the eye region of faces) that have been seen as entirely dysfunctional may actually be beneficial in some ways.
What will the researchers be doing?
For parents, the study will involve:

• Completion of a questionnaire.
• Participation in part of the study. The child will watch a 1-minute clip of a cartoon and then will describe the scene to their parent.
For children, the study will involve:

( Brief assessment of language and visual processing.
( Watch cartoon clips and describe them to the Research Assistant and to their parent.
( Answer some maths questions while wearing an eye tracker (a pair of light goggles) to record eye gaze behavior.
( Look at facial expressions (photographs, video clips, and an actual person) while skin conductance responses are measured (2 small sensors are placed on the tips of two fingers, completely painless and not harmful to skin in any way).
Who is funding the research?

The Economic and Social Research Council funds the research, directed by Professor Gwyneth Doherty-Sneddon, Northumbria University, and Dr Debbie Riby, Newcastle University.
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Lisa Whittle, Research Assistant, 0796 514 1954, lisa.whittle@stir.ac.uk
